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Question 1

In general, which do you believe costs the governnent nore nmoney, working to
rehabilitate youthful offenders in prison or working to rehabilitate youthfu
of fenders in a supervised program outside of prison?

1 working to rehabilitate youthfu

of fenders in prison 50.7
2 working to rehabilitate youthfu

of fenders in a supervised

program out si de of prison 40.1
8 Don't Know 9.0
9 Ref used 0.2

Question 2

Do you believe young people are less likely to commit crines in the future if
the state seeks to rehabilitate themin a prison setting, or in a supervised
program out si de of prison?

1 Rehabilitate themin a prison setting 40.0

2 Super vi sed program out si de of prison 54.1

8 Don't Know 5.4

9 Ref use to Answer 0.5
Question 3

I would like to ask you a f ew general questions about your overall opinion of
the juvenile justice systemin Louisiana. Renmenber for the purposes of these
guestions the Juvenile Justice systemis how the state of Louisiana handl es
yout hf ul of f enders.

In general, do you think the juvenile justice systemin Louisiana
is doing an excellent job, a good job, a fair job, or a poor job?

1 Excel l ent Job 4.8
2 Good Job 21.2
3 Fair Job 47. 6
4 Poor Job 18.1
8 Don't Know 8.1
9 Ref used 0.2



Question 4
Thi nki ng now just about adult offenders.

Do you think the crimnal justice systemin Louisiana should focus
on providing rehabilitative prograns for offenders so that they are
less likely to commt crimes in the future or inprisoning offenders
so that they are | ocked away fromthe comunity?

1 Rehabi l itative prograns 63.1

2 | mpri soni ng of fenders 27.5

8 Don't Know 9.3

9 Ref used 0.2
Question 5

What about for YOUTHFUL of fenders? Do you think the juvenile justice
systemin Loui siana should focus on providing rehabilitative prograns
for youthful offenders so that they are less likely to conmt crines
in the future or inprisoning youthful offenders so that they are | ocked
away fromthe comunity

1 Rehabi l itati ve prograns 77.6

2 | mpri soni ng of fenders 15.1

8 Don't Know 6.9

9 Ref used 0.4
Question 6

In general, do you believe the JUVEN LE JUSTI CE SYSTEM shoul d
concentrate nmore on rehabilitation with supervision, or
i mprisoning youth who commit crines?

1 Rehabilitation with supervision 79.7
2 | mpri soning youth who commit crimes 13.5
8 Don't Know 6.8

Question 7 (Asked of those who answered inprisonnent.)
Whul d you support inprisonment even if you | earned that inprisonnent
was nore expensive than comunity-based rehabilitation prograns?
1 Yes 64.8
2 No 32. 4

8 Don't Know 2.8



Question 8 (Asked of those who answered inprisonnent.)

Wul d you support inprisonment even if you | earned that individuals who
are inprisoned are nore likely to commt future crimes than individual s
who go through comunity-based rehabilitation prograns?

1 Yes 56.3
2 No 42. 3
8 Don't Know 1.4

Next | would like to read you a few statenents. Tell ne if you
strongly agree with statenent, agree with statenment, neither
agree nor disagree, disagree with the statenment or strongly

di sagree with the statenent:

Question 9
A systemthat does little nore than | ock up youthful offenders
will lead to nore crine.
1 Strongly Agree 22.7
2 Agr ee 47.0
3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 9.7
4 D sagree 17.5
5 Strongly Di sagree 1.0
8 Don't Know 2.1
Question 10

In general, prison should be reserved for violent youthful offenders

1 Strongly Agree 21.7

2 Agr ee 56.0

3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 8.0

4 Di sagree 11.8

5 Strongly Di sagree 1.0

8 Don't Know 1.5
Question 11

Subst ance abuse is a problemthat should be handl ed mainly through
counseling and treatnent as opposed to incarceration.

1 Strongly Agree 25.9
2 Agr ee 51.5
3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 9.9
4 Di sagree 10.1
5 Strongly Di sagree 1.3
8 Don't Know 1.3



Question 12

In the long run, it is less expensive to rehabilitate youth than to
keep that person in jail.

1 Strongly Agree 25.0

2 Agr ee 50. 8

3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 6.3

4 Di sagree 13.5

5 Strongly Di sagree 0.8

8 Don't Know 3.6
Question 13

Yout hful of fenders often have enotional problens and need counsel ing.

1 Strongly Agree 29.5

2 Agr ee 56. 2

3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 5.5

4 Di sagree 7.0

5 Strongly Di sagree 0.6

8 Don't Know 1.1
Question 14

Most yout hful of fenders who commt crinmes have the potential to be
rehabilitated and to change for the better.

1 Strongly Agree 22.1

2 Agr ee 59.8

3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 8.0

4 Di sagree 8.4

5 Strongly Di sagree 0.2

8 Don't Know 1.5
Question 15

Yout hf ul of fenders who were abused and negl ected when they were
young shoul d be treated the sane as other offenders if they
commt the sane crine.

1 Strongly Agree 19.8
2 Agr ee 43.5
3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 12.2
4 Di sagree 20.2
5 Strongly Di sagree 2.3
8 Don't Know 1.9



Question 16

Most yout hful of fenders who commt crines are first time offenders
and do not conmt another crine.

1 Strongly Agree 9.7

2 Agr ee 22.8

3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 14.1

4 Di sagree 44.5

5 Strongly Di sagree 6.3

8 Don't Know 2.7
Question 17

Victinms of a crine have a right to be involved in holding youth
accountable for their actions.

1 Strongly Agree 27.9

2 Agr ee 49. 6

3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 10.5

4 Di sagree 10.1

5 Strongly Di sagree 1.0

8 Don't Know 1.0
Question 18

The juvenile justice system should teach youth of fenders to take
responsibility for their actions.

1 Strongly Agree 42.1

2 Agr ee 51.0

3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 4.2

4 Di sagree 2.1

5 Strongly Di sagree 0.2

8 Don't Know 0.4
Question 19

The juvenile justice system should work with parents whenever
possible to give youth offenders a greater chance of success
at rehabilitati on.

1 Strongly Agree 38.5
2 Agr ee 52.8
3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 5.3
4 Di sagree 2.1
5 Strongly D sagree 0.6
8 Don't Know 0.8



Question 20

Young peopl e can be held accountable for their behavior through
structured rehabilitative progranms w thout necessarily placing
themin prisons.

1 Strongly Agree 23.8
2 Agr ee 56.5
3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 8.9
4 Di sagree 8.9
5 Strongly Di sagree 0.6
8 Don't Know 1.1
9 Ref used 0.2
Question 21

Prison is nore likely to make young people into productive citizens
than other rehabilitative prograns.

1 Strongly Agree 8.3
2 Agr ee 21. 4
3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 11.6
4 Di sagree 45.5
5 Strongly Di sagree 11.7
8 Don't Know 1.3
9 Ref used 0.2
Question 22

If we react in a tough way the first tine a youthful offender conmts
a crime, the youthful offenders will be less likely to break the
law in the future.

1 Strongly Agree 22.3
2 Agr ee 46. 7
3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 8.6
4 Di sagree 20.0
5 Strongly Di sagree 0.8
8 Don't Know 1.5
9 Ref used 0.2
Question 23

Yout hf ul of fenders shoul d not be inprisoned with adult innates.

1 Strongly Agree 40.1
2 Agr ee 43. 2
3 Nei t her Agree nor Disagree 4.6
4 Di sagree 9.1
5 Strongly Di sagree 1.9
8 Don't Know 1.0
9 Ref used 0.2



Question 24

I would now |like to ask your opinion about some specific changes the
Loui si ana Juvenil e Justice Comm ssi on may consi der proposing. Wuld you
say the followi ng policies are good ideas, bad ideas or would you need
nore information to deci de?

"Provide nore training to judges and | awyers about child devel opnment
and ot her issues about youthful offenders so that they are better
equi pped to deal with cases involving youth."

1 Good i dea 81.4

2 Bad i dea 6.7

3 Need nore infornmation to decide 11.9
Question 25

All ow judges nore discretion in determ ning an appropriate sentence
for each individual as opposed to mandatory sentences.

1 Good i dea 73.1
2 Bad i dea 12. 2
3 Need nore infornmation to decide 14.7

Question 26

Consol i date services and prograns ainmed at youth into a new
department or agency that deals with the whole famly instead
of | eaving them spread anong several different agencies.

1 Good i dea 84.9

2 Bad i dea 5.3

3 Need nore infornmation to decide 9.8
Question 27

Create a centralized database to provide information to | oca
of ficials about youthful offenders fromboth social services
agencies and the juvenile justice system

1 Good i dea 84.7

2 Bad i dea 6.1

3 Need nore infornmation to decide 9.2
Question 28

Requi re | aw enforcenment and social service agencies to share
i nformati on wi th each ot her

1 Good i dea 86. 6
2 Bad i dea 6.3
3 Need nore infornmation to decide 7.1



Question 29

Provi de | egal counsel for youthful offenders who otherw se cannot
afford | egal representation.

1 Good i dea 91.1

2 Bad i dea 2.8

3 Need nore infornmation to deci de 6.1
Question 30

Loui siana currently has about 1,300 youthful offenders in juvenile
prison. O those about one-quarter have commtted VI OLENT cri nes,
and about three-quarters are incarcerated for NON-VICLENT crinmes
These NON-VI OLENT crimes include such things as drug possession
or theft.

G ven that the cost of keeping a single youthful offender was in
excess of $57,000 a year sonme peopl e have suggested cl osing
one of the four juvenile prisons and using the savings to support

conmuni ty based rehabilitation prograns. Do you think that woul d be
a good idea, bad idea or would you need nore information to deci de?

1 Good i dea 51.9
2 Bad i dea 11.8
3 Need nore information to decide 35.3

8 Don't Know
9 Ref used

Question 31 (O those who answered Bad | dea/ Need More | nformation)

Wiat if such a programcost the state about $25,000 |ess per individual

per year?
1 Good i dea 45, 2
2 Bad i dea 15.1
3 Need nore infornmation to decide 39.7

Question 32 (O those who answered Bad | dea/ Need More | nformation)

What if it affected only non-violent offenders?

1 Good i dea 53.6
2 Bad i dea 19. 2
3 Need nore infornmation to decide 27.2

Question 33 (O those who answered Bad | dea/ Need More | nformation)

What if research showed that individuals in these prograns are |ess

likely to commt future crines than those who are inprisoned?

1 Good i dea 66.5
2 Bad i dea 11.7
3 Need nore infornmation to decide 21.8



Denogr aphi ¢ Characteristics of Poll Respondents

Sanpl e Census
Characteristics Esti nat es
Educati on
Less than HS 8 25
HS 39 32
Sonme Col | ege 25 24
Col | ege 20 12
Graduat e Degree 8 7
Race
Wiite 62 64
Nonwhi t e 38 36
| ncone
Less than $25K 24 31
$25K - $50K 45 30
$50K - $100K 23 29
More than $100K 7 10
CGender
Mal e 41 48

Fenal e 59 52




